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O]ﬁc_e Me‘mamndum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Wisner DATE: 22 April 195k
FROM : E J
SUBJECT: Attached Memorandum

The letter which Representative Kersten wrote to Mr. Cutler
regarding possible investigation of Communist operations in Guatemalé
was discussed by the members of the OCB with Mr. Cutler at their
lunch meeting on 21 April. As a consequence, the attached memorandum

to Mr. Koons wn this subject was not sent.
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FEMORANDGY FCR: M. T. B. Koons
Special Stafif
Hetional Security Council

SUBJECT: Representative Kersten's Proposed Inquiry into
Commmism in Cuatemala

This ig with reference to the nemorandum which you sent me on
April 16 te which was sttached 2 copy of a letter which Mr. Cutler
received from Congressmon Kersten., In that letter Mr. Xersten wrote
thet it hed been suggested thzt the 'ouse Select Committee on Commu ~
nist iggression, of which he is Chairman, undertake an investigation
of Commmist operzticnes in Gustemala., Mr. Kersten said thet hig
Committee hes nrogrummed some hearings in this country in May and
expects to go tc Furope during the month of June. Consequently, it
would not bLe possible to conduct aay iearings with respect to
Guatemala until after that time, which rresumably meens July at the —-
ezrliest, YMr. Yersten enmclesed 2 -ropcsed press release which would
be issued 1f his Committee decided to undertake the investigation
and he acked for Mr. Cutler's comments.

As I have told you, we would not want to have any comments
which we might make relayed to Mr. Xersten as coming from us or
otherwise have raference made to our interest in the subject., It
is our reaction thzt it would not be desirable to have an announce-
ment cof g future investigation mrde st this time since no setion to
follow up the announcement could be teken for some three months,
The proposed press release, while it refers particularly to Quatemala,
says that the probe will cover "Commmist aggression in Central
America" and &lso refers to Latin America as s whole. An snnounce-
ment in these terms would undoubtedly arouse great interest and specu-
lation throughout Latin America, During the peried betwsen the
announcement and any action by the House Conmittes, unfriendly propa-
gendiste would attempt to create hostility toward the investigation
and might well establish a frame of mind in Latin Americas in which
the investigation would be considered a unilateral interference in
Latin fmerican affairs, no metter how objectively and tactfully the
investigation might subsequently be conducted.
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It is difficult to estimate the effects of such an investiga-
tion except in terms of details of its scope and the situstion at
the time when it is held. Mr, cutlsrmightwishtosuggesttoﬂr.
Kersten that since, at the Caracas Conference, the problem of

it might be better to withhold an announcement and, in fact, a de-
cision with regard to a Congressional investigation action until a
later date, 2t which time it would be more nearly possible to evalu-
ate the effect of such an investigation.
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